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railway fence and it is used by the electors
to cross over the railway and get to the plat-
form, as well as to the other side of the
town. Anybody who happens to -be there
will see ladies wheeling perambulators over
the rails; they will see the ladies goose-
stepping and lifting their perambulators
up and down every one of eight rails, but
they get across, and nothing is said. I feel
that that is proof of the commonsense of the
average Australian because the bridge is
altogether out of the question nowadays.
I hope they will go on as they are doing
now until later on when we shall build the
splendid subways for which blue prints have
been prepared. I think the Government
should give consideration to this question
with a view to making the railways easily
passable by means of -subways, instead of
as at present shutting the eye to the people
crossing the line. As it is, people must
cross Stirling Highway, a few yards away,
and the traffic there is very great, whereas
there is only a train every ten minutes or
so. I hope the Government will consider
removing the present obstructions and plac-
ing wooden ways over the lines so that
ladies will not have to goose-step when they
want to get across. It would save a lot
of time and would not cost very much
money. I believe it would be an improve-
ment.

I trust the session will not be too long.
I hone members will be given ample time
to fight their seats and that we shall not
see too many sad gaps after the election.
I am sorry to know that six 'retirements
have already been announced-those of the
members for Collie, Bunbury, Mt. Haw-
thorn, Wagin, Irwin-Moore and Forrest.
That will be a large gap with which to
begin a new session. The number is greater,
I think, than has ever been the ease during
the fewv years I have been here. I hope
that quite a lot of the 'rest of us will be
bark in Parliament again. I do not know
how nmnny the Opposition parties want to
get back in order to mnake a difference. I
have not worked it out.

The Premier: They have worked it out.

Mr. NORTH: It is always nice when we
see our friends back for a new session.
I have enjoyed my time in Parliament. I
have not advanced very far. It is not pleasant

to be at the end of the track in the bai
benches after such a long time here, b-
it has been nice to be here.

On motion by Mr. Styants, debate a
Journed.

COMEITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

Counce's Message,

Message from the Council received ax
read notifying the personnel of session,
committees appointed by that House.

House adjourned at 8.53 p.m.

2estive Olomxrif.
Thursday, let August, 1946.

Questions-, Housng, as to permits and constaton
Chandler Alunite Worns, as to slaries and Federal

subsidy ..

Milk supply. as t nter-departnmentai committee's

Addre.n-?epI,. ilird a-

PAI

The PRESIDENT took the Chair
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

HOUSING.
As to Permits and Constrvuction.

Hon. II. SEDDON asked the Chi,
Scre tary:

1, What is the total number of hous,
building permits issued to the 30th June
each of the years 1943, 1944, 1945, and 194
and

(a) how many of these were in 0
metropolitan area;

(b) how many in the country;
(c) how many on the OoldfieldsY

2, What is the total number of hensi
erected in the above areas to the san
dates-

(a) in the metropolitan area;
(b) in the country;
(c) on the GoldfieldsY
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3, What was the number under construction
in each area at the 30th June, 1946?

4, 01 the above, how many wer2! erercted
under the Commonwealth-State Housing
Rental Scheme?

5, How many were erected under the
Workers' Homes Scheme?

6, How many for returned soldiers?

7, I-ow many were erected for other
owners?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
1, The total number of house-building per-

mits (including letters of sponsorship)
issued by the Department of War Organisa-
tion of Industry, and the Workers' Homes
Board during the undermentioned periods
was as follows:-

1942-43, 196; 1943-44, 438; 1944-45, 882;
1945-46, 1,483.

(a), (b) and (c).-Figures are available
for the metropolitan and extra-metropolitan
areas respectively, as from January, 1945.
They are as follows:-

Six months ended June, 1945.-Metropoli-
tan area, 280; extra-metropolitan area, 230.

Six months ended June, 1945-46.-Metro-
politan area, 866; extra-metropolitan area,
617.

Separate figures are not available for thc
Goldfields area.

2 and 3, Statistics of building operations
were not collected prior to 1945-46. Col-
lected figures for the March quarter, 1946
(the latest available) are considered to be
reasonably complete. They show that 203
houses were completed during the period and
that 586 dwellings were under construction
as at the end of the period. Separate
statistics arc not available for the areas re-
ferred to.

4, The number of houses erected and cor-
plated under the Comnmonwealth-State Ren-
tal Housing Scheme as at the 30th June,
1946, was 293. 327 houses were in course of
construction at the 30th June, 1946.

5, The number of houses erected and com-
pleted under the Workers' Homes Scheme
during the years 1943 to 1946, inclusive:-

1943, nil; 1944, 1; 1945, 5; 1946, nil;
total, 6.

6 and 7, Information is not available asi
to the proportion of homes erected for
soldiers and other owners.

CHANDLER ALUNITE WORKS.

As to Salaries and Federal Subsidy.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief
Secretary:

1, What salary is paid to the manager of
the Lake Cempion Alunite Works?

2, The amount of individual salaries paid
to other members on the administrative
staff

3, Have any payments been made to the
Analytical Department in connection with,
the works?

4, Has any subsidy been received from
the Commonwealth Government?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
1, £1,000 per annum.
2, Practically all tfie administrative work

is carried out in the offices of the Depart,-
ment of Industrial Development, Perth, in
association with the ordinary work of that
Department.

3, No.
4, No, but an application is to be made to

the commonwealth Government for the pay-
ment of a subsidy on the same bisis as is
now being paid on potash imported into
Australia.

MILK SUPPLY.

As to Jnter-Departmental Committees
Report.

Hon. J. G1. HISLOP asked the Chief Sec
retary:

'Will the Minister lay on the Table of the
House the report to the Minister for Agri-
culture of the Inter-Departmental Com-
mittee which was appointed last year to
advise upon the milk supply9'

The CHIEF SECRETAL?! replied:

The report will be made available as -re-
quested.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Third Day.
Debate resumed from the 30th July.

HON. SIR HAL GOLEBATCH (Metro-
politan) [4.48] : Mr. Bennetts, in whose
name the adjournment stands, intimated to
me yesterday evening that it would not be
convenient for him to speak this afternoon.
May I at the outset join with other members
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in warmly congratulating you, Sir, on your
appointment to the high office of President
of this' Chamber. It is a little more than
w, third of. a century ago that you and i
entered this House together, and I think I
can safe' ly say that, sitting alongside each
other for the first two or three years on one

lof the back beaches, we established a friend-
flhip that will endure.

Looking back to our first session here to-
,gether, and having in mind the references
dhat the previous speakers have made to the
Government's activities in trading concern:;,
S, am iTmiaded that a good deal of that
Oint session was devoted to stormy, lengthy
and continued debate on the question of the
purchase of the Perth tram ways. I have never
had any occasion to regret my opposition to
(hat purchw'e. Thos e of us who opposed it
*ere defeated by a very narrow majority, and
* am still inclined to say that had the pur-

.6hase unt been agreed to it would have
Saved the Citizens !And taxpayers a great deal
of money. It would have proved of tre-
giendous benefit to the citizens of Perth be-
qause, under the terms of the concession, long
,ero this the whole concern would have fallen
into the hands of the City Council without
any cost whatever to the ratepayers. I be-
lieve, ton, that it would have been of ad-
vantage to tho citizens and to the travelling
public. The only people so far as I can see
who benefitted by the purchase were the
shareholders in the company who got a
great deal more than their shares were worth
on thle open market and, indeed, a great deal
.nore than those shares could possibly have
been worth in view of the rapidly terminat-
ing period of the concession.

I think that the purchase of the Perth
tramways opened up a sort of new avenue
in State trading. One of the first results
arising from the purchase was the necessity
for establishing an electric light and power
plant. In view of 'what has happened re-
cently and of the public agitation for in-
quiry and an investigation regarding the
performance of the East Perth power plant,
I think it might not be out of place to say
something ahout the history of that under-
taking. A Bill for the establishment of that

.Plant Caine before this Chamber in 1915.

.Again I was amongst those who strongly
opposed it. On my motion papers were laid
on the Table of the House, and I think they
,comprised the largest volume of papers ever

laid onl the Table. Two or three taxi cab:
were required to bring the papers to Parlia
mient Iluse. The then -Minister, Mr. ])rew
very properly appealed to members to re
leaseC the papers as soon as possible becausi
sonme of them were in almost daily use.I
think I can claim that those who oppose
the purchase complied with that request, s(
that the papers were returned after a ver3
few days. However, 'we did keep thos(
papers long enough for some members tc
look through them.

Amongst those who devoted some time tc
the task was the late Hon. J. F. Allen. J
have been looking up the old debates thaI
took place in 1915 anad these are some of
the points that Mr. Allen dug up from the
papers. First of all, why was a site selected
that was practically a swamp and involved
the expenditure of £40,000 on foundationsi
The advising engineers, Messrs. Merz and
MeLeilan, gave two reasons for establishing
the site there. One was that the Swan, being
a constantly fresh-water stream, so it was
thought, would at all, seasons of the year
give an abundance of fresh water. I have al-
ways wondered why there was not at the
time same local adviser who could have
Checked that and told Mlessrs. Merz and Me-
lellan that the Swan River was not a con-
stantly fresh Nvater stream. Another reason
for selecting that site was that coal would be
inined at Collie, sent by rail to Bunhurv
and then brought up the coast by steamer
and up-river to the works. Mr. Allen, in
commentig on that, suid that, thoug-h
he was; without any expert knowledge
on the matter, he would venture to
predict that not one ton of coal from Collie
would come to the works in that way.

There was a far more important matter
than the selection of the site. That was the
decision respecting the type of plant. Why
was a 40 cycle unit selected in preference to
a 50 cycle unit? The files showed that in
the first instance 'Messrs. Merz and 'Mc-
Lellan advised in favour of a 50 cycle unit.
This, during a visit of the then Premier to
London, was altered to a 40 cycle uiiit and
the reason given for the alteration was that
a 40 cycle unit would be more suitable for
the electrification of the railways through
the ranges. That was more than 30 years
ago. The plant then purchased has become
pretty well -worni out and yet I do not know
that there is even at present anly strong idea
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with regard to the electrification of the rail-
ways. However, that is what happened then.

I think that any Royal Commission that
might be appointed to inquire into these
matters would be more than justified in con-
sidering-I do not know if there is much pro-
fit to be gained from going back for 30 years
-why was it that the Government, whexa
deciding to set up a plant of practically
douable the capacity of the originial one-
this was only about 10 or 11 years ago-
still sticks to the 40 cycle instead of chang-
ing, to the 50 cycle. I happened to be look-
ing through an excellent little book published
some 20 years ago, in which the author,
speaking of electrification generally bad this
to say-

Modern current supply is almost exculsively
alternating; that is, the current changes its
direction inny timies (usually 50) per second.

That wats written 20 years ago. It mnay ho
asked why only 10 years ago that course
was adopted by the Government, on what
advice and what reasons were given in sup-
port of that advice, when it decided to erect
a plant of double the size of the original
installation and to still retain the old 40 cycle
unit. I have been at some pains to inquire
as to what is likely to be the additional cost
of the transfer now from the 40 cycle to the
50 cycle unit. I understand that the new
plant at Fremantle is to be on the 50 cycle
basis. I have endeaveured to find out what
is likely to be the cost compared with what
it would have been had the transfer been
made 10 or 11 years ago. What would have
been the difference in the cost to the Gov-
ernment and what would have been the dif-
ference in the cost of the transfer to
industry and private householders9

Following upon inquiries I have made
from different people far more competent
to express an opinion on this matter than
I am. I have secured information that shows
that great disabilities will be suffered by the
users of the current on the basis of 40 cycles
instead of 50 cycles. In that respect I
want to point out that in every other part
of the world except, I believe, in two places
where there are 40 cycle units, the 50 cycle
unit has been found the most suitable for
use. Ag it is, the disadvantages to domestic
users of electric current have been consider-
able. There is Cause for some complaint that
rio policy has been laid down by the authori-
:ies as to their intentions with regard to the

change-over. The cost of the changing Ove#
of the motors and the altering of the plant
by the introduction of reauctioa gears or the
change-over of existing gears cannot be
assessed,

T asked a man who is some sort of
authority on the subj ect-al though I do notr
propose to disclose his name-what would
be the approximate cost of transferring to
the new system when the South Fremnantle
works are established, firstly, to tbe aov:.
erment; secondly, to industries; and
thirdly, to the average householder. Hisg
reply to the first question was that it was
impossible to a.certain without months of
intensive investigation. To the second ques-
ftion the answer was that industry does not
expect to pay anything and definitely can.;
not stand the burden. He gave the samne
answer to the third question. I also in-
quired what would have been the Coit had
th0c transfer been made 10 years ago, and
two or three experts have told mae that the,
cost then would have been infinitely low5;
than it will be now. I then -inquired'
whether, if provision had been made in .thff
extension 10 years ago for a 50 cydle unit;
the cost of changing all industrial motdrd
would have been limited by the nuimber of
motors then in operation,

In 10 years the increase in industry,
end consequently in the use of eleetric
motors, has been enormous. Therefore, the
cost to he faced now includes all electric
motors, and as present day costs have s~vok
len considerably as against 10 years ago;
it means, that the expense of the additionall
installation wvill be very much higher thant
it would have been at the earlier date,
Furthermore, electrical equipment on 40
cycles, is approximately 25 per cent. dearer
thaai on 50 cycles. Therefore, all motors
installed since 1917 have cost 25 per cent-
more than they would have cost had it
been 50 cycles. Suirely wo and the public
are entitled to know on whose. advice
this second plant on the 40 cycle sys-
tern was installed and what reasons
were given for it, because I think it is obvi-
ous that that advice will cost the taxpayer,
will cost industry and will cost the private
householder a great deal. Another statement
has been made to me, which I fervently hop6
has no f oundation in f act. It is'that until th6
South Fremantle power plant is erected thetd
will always be a distinct possibility of fur-'
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titer breakdowns such as we experienced a
few weeks ago. I do think there is ample
justification for a full inquiry into the -whole
matter of the East Perth power house, and
that @o of the matters which should be
investigated is on whose advice a 40 cycle
plant was installed only ten years ago and
what was that advice.

Of course, it is not only in regard to the
matters I have referred to that the losses
on the State activities have been enormous.
Can we regard other than with disquiet
the fact that last year the losses on the rail-
ways alone were greater than the total ex-
penditure for the year on the education of
our children'? To mec it is an appalling fact
-the losses on the railways alone for one
year exceeded the total cost of the education
of our children! A matter to which we shall
probably have to give some consideration-
although I see no reference to it in the
Speech-is the question of unification of rail-
way gauges. It will not do for us to forget
'that any money the Commonwealth con-
tributes towards this unification, whether it
ise spent in Victoria, New South Wales, South
Australia, here or elsewhere, will come in
part out of our own pocket. And a still more
important point: How is that money to be
obtained'? So far there has been no authori-
tative statement.

We know, at least I think we do, that
there are only three ways by which a huge
sum of money-because it is a huge sum-
can be obtained. One way is by taxation, and
I should think that in view of the fact that
the work will not earn anything-it will not
be directly productive-taxation would be
the right way. But can we contemplate in-
breased taxation as having any other effet
except to paralyse, if not completely destroy,
industry? The second method is by loan.
There, again, since the work will not pay
interest, it will involve increasing the burden
of taxation. But there is a third method. I
am now quoting from a newspaper report.
The Federal Transport Minister (Mr. Ward)
hopes to complete an agreement. He said
that the general rail standardisation scheme
for Australia would cost more than
£200,000,000, but that Australia was spend-
ing £1,500,000 a day when the war ended and
the war did not end because Australia had
run out of money. Is not that an extra-
ordinary argument for a Minister of the

Crown to use? He says that through war v
were compelled to spend £1,500,000 a da
therefore we have countless more millions
spend. He proceeds--

Great public works, whether State
Federal, or carried out by semi-governmenl
bodies, should be financed through the Go'
monweaith Bank.

That is carrying out a policy which Labor
has never yet repudiated, although the pi
sent Prime Minister and Treasurer has ft
quently pointed out it is impossible that
public works and social services can 1
carried out by Commonwealth flank crec
without loans or taxation. Where is a poli,
of that sort likely to lead us? Mr. Ward
of course, following Lenin's advice. Len
said, "If you would destroy capitalism at
establish Communism, debase the currency
Once you do that, once you destroy the fai
of the people in the currency of the eountr
that eountry is ripe for some form of tota:
tarian rule. It was the destruction of ti
currency that brought about Communism
Russia, Nazism in Germany and Fascism
Italy. Whether Mr. Ward desires to et
lish Communism here or not I do not kno'
hut he is undoubtedly following Lenin's a
vice, "If you would destroy capitalism ax
establish Communism debase the currency
But a day or two ago this was published
the Press-

The Commonwealth will pay a portion
the interest on the loan.

Hon. A. Thomason: That is the bait.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBAT CH: That is
contradiction of Mr. Ward's idea. I do thir
it is time that the people of Australia is
some authoritative statement from the Con
monwenith Government on this matter
finance. It will not be long before the Cov
monwealth will be appealing to the people
Australia for a further loan. I have spei
a great deal of time and done all I coul
in support of Commonwealth loans in t1
past, but I am rapidly getting in that frant
of mind that I should like to hove, not f(
myself but for those to whom I appeal I
subscribe to the loan, some definite stat
ment of Government policy. Is the Goveri
ment policy the policy expressed by N
Ward, a policy which would undoubted
debase the currency and to some extent d
stroy the value of the bonds to which ti
people subscribe?
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I do not intend to go at any length into
a number of the features of the Speech; I
can reserve my opinion on those matters
until the promised Bills come before as. There
are, however, two closely related matters to
which I would like to make reference. The
first is in regard to education. I confess to
some disappointment at the very guarded
paragraph in the Speech that necessary
facilities will soon be available to give effect
to the decision to raise the school-leaving
age. That is a hope expressed by the Gov-
ernment-I do not know that the Govern-
ment could have gone any further-but I
do not see in that paragraph any deter-
mination on the part of the Government
to give education its proper place in the
priorities of public expenditure. I speak
with some knowledge of this matter, be-
cause I was for seven years Minister for
Education and I know the extreme dif-
ficulty that I had, the intense opposition I
had to face from members of my party and
my own Government. I know what a hard
joh it was to get those four district high
schools established. Still the same old feel-
ing prevails that we must apply to edluca-
tion just such moneys as we can spare.
"Money must be found for this and that;,
we hope that it can he found for education."
The view I have always taken-I can claim
consistency in this-is that education should
he one of the .frst priorities, one of the
things for which money must 'be found.
I do not see any disposition to regard it
in that light at present. Possibly there
may be a considerable awakening of public
opinion. That is the only thing likely to
secure for education its proper place. The
public will have to say that they want it
and demand it.

The other subject which I regard as
closely allied to education-though some
members may not think so-is the promised
Bill for the control of betting. I do not
wlieve we will ever be able to control
etting by the laws we pass and things of
hat sort, and that we will only control
t by building up a better standard amongst
;he people, by building up a taste for better
;hings. I have never had any partieular
bjection to betting on moral rounds. My

)b~ection has always been on economic
,rounds because of its gross waste. Take
he so-called charities sweep! It is called
tcharities sweep because 14'2d. out of each

half-crown goes to charities. Does the
public really understand that on evcry half-
crown that they put into a ticket, Is. 3 d.
only runs for then, and the rest is eaten
up in various forms of expenses 9 In my
morning walks I usually pass by half-a-
dozen kiosks in which lottery tickets are
sold, and where the rate of commission paid
is 3d. on every ticket. There are also other
expenses associated with the sale of these
tickets. There are the contributions to the
Perth Hospital and to the country
hospitals which should be a charge upon
general revenue. W"hen you put all these
things down you find that 1 d. goes to
charities, and that is the Justification for
giving to the sweeps the title of charity
sweeps. I noticed in the newspaper re-
cently that certain objections had been
raised to the offering of these tickets for
sale in, I think, Singapore.

The Chief Secretary: In the Straits
Settlements.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: The best
way to prevent the investment of such
money in Singapore would be to declare
clearly and in unmistakable terms what
is done with the money. The Singapom !
people, accustomed as they are to a fairly
hard life, would not he very keen to put their
money into a concern in which only half oE
it was running in their favour. I see no harm
in repeating a story I told some time ago.
An astute gentleman was worming hi3 way
into the confidence of a chieftain of one of
the Pacific Islands. The chieftain dismissed
all his other advisers and placed this man
in full charge. He soon discovered he want-
ed money and conceived the idea of a sweep-
stake. He said, "If you put your money into
a sweepstake 90 per cent. of it will be re-
turned to you and 10 per cent, of it will be
used for public purposes." The pecople flock-
ed to it and the sweeps could not bc got
through quickly enough. He then found that
10 per cent. was not enough, and announced
that the prize money would be 80 per cent.
of that which was put in and 20 per cent.
would be used for public purposes. That
was the end of the sweep. The people would
not touch it when only 80 per cent, of their
money was running for them. Yet our own
enlightened people fall over each other to
support a sweepstake when only 50 per cent.
of the money runs for them, and the sweep-
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stake itself is dignified as a subsidy for
charities merely from the fact that 13/d.
goes to charity.

I now wish to refer to the question of
starting-price bookmaking. I say we will
never get rid of that sort of thing except
by establishing a better standard amongst
the people. How many people patronising
starting-price bookmakers, reflect on the
cheerfulness with which those bookmakers
pay fines of £20, £50, £70, or £80, and
simply carry on their business? To any
normial, intelligent person would there not
exi-st in his Mind this idea, "I cannot be
getting- a fair run for my money when a
starting-price bookmaker can afford to pay
these sums in fines and risk imprisonment
and that sort of thing." It is certainly an
unproductive industry and destructive to the
community, but I do not think that any laws
that arb passed will ever cure it. We must
try to build up a better standard of think-
ing and a better standard of enjoyment
amongst tho people. Sonic time ago there
was a Chinese gentleman who wrote a little
book after a visit to Austra lia. In it he re-
ferred to our racecourses as "places where
loud-mouthed gentlemen preyed upon the
si mple-minded."

Of recent years I do not think there is
any doubt the Government has encouraged
this betting activity, this gambling spirit.
It has sown the wind and now it is reaping
the whirlwind. One of the most astonishing
things is that citizens who have the confi-
dence of their constituents to the extent
that they are elected as mayors of important
municipalities are constantly referring to
their people as being debarred from the
privileges of betting. What sort of standard
have we reached when people in such posi-
tions speak of the "privilege of betting,"~
the privilege of throwing their money away?9
It is astonishing to me and I hope that be-
fore long there will he some substantial im-
provement in the position.

I should like to deal with one or two
other matters in passing. I have contended
for a long time, and I notice that the Prime
Minister and Federal Treasurer has often
put up the same argument, that there are
two things essential to the future of Aus-
tralia. One is that we should establish and
maintain a volume of exports sufficient to
psy our oversca obligations and enable us
to buy those things we must have if our

standard of living is to be maintained as
improved, and our resources developed. T1
second thing is that we maintain the pai
chasing power of the Australian pound. Li
not members run away with the idea thi
these things will be easy of acoruplishmen
Like every other young country, our thr(
principal needs in the past have been peopli
capital for the development of our resource!
and a market for our goods. All these thing
have been provided by England. To whn
extent will the Old Country lbe able to pn(
vide them now? It is an inescapable fna
that for many years before the outbreak c
tho last war Britain's imports exceeded
value her exports by 41000,000 a day. Thi
was made good by resources that haN
largely disappeared. No matter hoi
anxious Great Britain way be to as
Australia and tbe other Dominions, th
sooner we wake up to the existing situatio
and] the necessity for self-reliance, the betth
will it be for us.

There is one final matter upon which
desire to touch, namely, to oiler my congrati
lations to the Chief Secretary on the ar
polutment that has been offered to him.
am very glad to hear he has accepted the
post. I can speak wvith authority on thi
matter because I occupied the position c
Agent-General for a longer period than an
other Western Australian has done. I sa
without hesitation that it is the best gif
looking at it from many aagles-because
presents opportunities for acquiring knoii
ledge and offers also many advantages nc
of a financial character-within the prc
vince of the Government. With stilt mor
certainty I say the Government has seleete
the best possible man for the post. I trus
that tho Chief Secretary will enjoy ever
minute of his stay in London, that thm
conditions of the appointment will b
satisfactory to the circumstances and the
during his term of office, whatever Goverr
went may be in charge here, hie will e)
1)erienee the same courtesy, the same cc
operation, the same consideration that
received during mny ten years of office, near]
the whole of that time uinder a Labov
Government.

On motion by lon. E. H. 1H. Hall, debal
adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.12 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

CEMENT.

As to Supplies for Farmers.

Mr. TELFER asked the Premier:
1, What progress has been made in creat-

ing an increased supply of cement for
farmers?

2, When may it be reasonable to anti-
cipate that farmers may have arrear orders
supplied?7

The PREMIER replied:
1, The supply has been curtailed in the

past by unavoidable circumstances, but two
kilns are now operating at the Swan Port-
land Cement Works.

2, A substantial portion of the output is
being devoted to outstanding orders of pri-
mary producers, and if both kilns continue
in operation without interruption, it is anti-
cipated that such orders will be cleared
within two or three months.

RURAL RELIEF FUND ACT.

(a) As to Repaymaent of Advances.
Mr. TELFER asked the Minister for

Lands:

1, What was the total amount advanced
by the Commonwealth for debt adjustment
under the Rural Relief Fund Act V

2, Was this money made available by the
Commonwealth as a free grant to farmers;
if not, what were the conditions?

3, How many farmers have been assisted
under the Act?

4, How many farmers have had their
debts partly or wholly written off?

5, Can the State write off all the ad-
vances; if so, will this he done?

The MINISTER replied:

1, £1,283,000.
2, No. The money was made available to

the States under a Commonwealth Act
known as Loan (Farmers' Debts Adjust-
ment), No. 23 of 1936. The money was
granted to the States. Provision was made in
the Commonwealth Act for the money to
be advanced to farmers and for any repay-
ments to be used for further debt adjust-
ment, and these repayments to be deemed
as money granted to the State.

3, 3,733 farmers.
4, 363 farmers have had thi advances

made to them, partly or wholly written off.
5, The State Government does not wish to

prejudice any case by premature statements,
hut investigations are proceeding to see
what action would be required both to write
off the outstanding amounts and to clear
the repayment account. The State is in con-
sultation with the Commonwealth ona the
matter as the Commonwealth Act hinds the
State in some directions. When the State
Government is in the position to consider
the Commonwealth attitude and reach con-
clusion;, a public statement will be made by
the Premier.

(b) As to Winding-np of Fund, etc.

Mr. TELFER (without notice) asked the
Premier: In view of the replies given by
the Minister for Lands regarding farmers'
debts adjustment matters: 1, Is there any
likelihood of the balance of the moneys
being made available to the State? 2, If
that is unlikely, what further steps is he
taking to make legal the writing-off of out-
standing amounts and the winding up of
the fnnd9

The P:EM[IER replied: There is a total
of £C2,000,000 still unpaid under the original
Act which made available to the States
moneys for farmers' debt adjustment. The
last payment to this State was a few years
ago and amounted to about £24,000. Re-
peated attempts have been made by my
predecessor to have further amounts made
available to this State for further debt
adjustment. The position, when last con-
sidered by the Commonwealth on application
by the States, was that had such -sums
been available for further debt adjustment,
they would have been made available to
the detriment of other sections of the loan
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